[bookmark: _GoBack] Children’s Meeting Minutes        
7/25/2019
Minutes: Dacy

Attending: Anne, Cathy, Dacy, Dani, Denise, Dena, Wendy & Stephanie

Welcome, Dena! (Staff Introductions):
Staff welcomed Dena as the new Children’s department head at Wirt.

Committee Updates:
*Admin Council: Anne showed Dena around BCLS branches. Early childhood workshop presenter has been announced as Beverly Meyer, the Music Lady. Walt is working on developing remote access to computers so that staff can access from other locations. Ruth reported that the backpacks are processed and will be offered to patrons after SRP ends. Anne added that a staff blog is in development as part of the new website, so staff may have been approached by ML’s about participating. 
*Dani reported that there was enough funding to continue building the STEM/STEAM kit collection, which they will work on in September. Grief kits are still a goal for this committee and will be looked into further.

Monster Mash Program:
Registration limit will be 30 people/party
Narrowed ideas down to 2 crafts 
*Crafts: Monster wreath and monster paper roll craft
*Activities were already chosen 

Summer Reading Program:
*Going well at all branches.

Winter Reading Program:
*Dates: Monday, January 6-Saturday, February 29 
*Possibly leap year themed.
*Anne will talk to Kevin about gift card prizes. 

1000 Books Before Kindergarten Stats Forms:
Anne and Dena created a new form to keep track of statistics that will help with more accuracy in numbers.

Vox Books/Wonderbooks (Stephanie and Dena will bring samples):
*Vox Books: Dena brought a sample from Lapeer’s collection. These were very popular there and had 2/3 of collection checked out at any given time. Vox Books is a smaller company, therefore there are less books available (90), however 12 books are being added each quarter. Currently, they produce non-fiction and picture books and cost $37.95-$42.95 each.

*Wonderbooks: Stephanie brought a sample that she was given after attending a conference. This is the same company that we purchase Playaways from. They offer picture books, non-fiction, chapter books, and early readers. Wonderbooks include a learning mode which asks the reader open-ended questions to provoke further thought and discussion. As of July, there are 120 released with an additional 50 being added per month. They cost anywhere from $39-$60 each.

Stephanie plans to purchase a small selection of them this year for Auburn to possibly pilot them, if other branches do not have the budget this year. Anne will discuss the cataloging aspect with Ruth as well as the possibility of processing them without bags.

Upcoming Community Events
Bay Co Fair: Aug 6: – Anne & Cathy
National Night Out – Stephanie or Dacy & Wendy 

Sharing of books and good program ideas:
Cathy: Program idea-Tween String Art craft went very well.
Dani:  Angryman- Gro Dahle. Accurate & moving illustrations and narration of domestic violence.
Dacy: Program idea-Baby Art Playground. Good experience in June, another planned in September.
Denise: Whose Feet-Sue Tarsky was popular in baby storytime
Stephanie: Super hero book characters Squirrel Girl & Ms. Marvel are getting a TV show, 
                     suggesting buying those books if not already in collection.
Wendy: Program idea-Young Scientists: Float. Found a kit used to record predictions of whether certain items would sink or float. 2-5 year olds were very involved and enthusiastic.
Dena: Program idea-Indoor Star Party (planned to do this at Lapeer) with tents inside and projector so that families could stargaze.
Anne: Moth –Isabel Thomas. Unique illustrations, picture book about pepper moths.
Shared new puppets and activities for Robot and Polar Animals storytime tubs.

Additions:
*Back to School Drawing-Staff decided to continue this with a slime kit as the prize, since it was very popular last year. Anne will check Meijer for prices of slime kits.
*Newsletter-All age programs will now be listed as “Everyone” in newsletter to save space.
*Acorn Books-Anne will talk to Ruth about changing Acorn books to all have the same cutter. Further examination of books is needed before final decision is made to change cutter or as to which collection these books should go into (early readers or early chapter books).
*New storytime tubs-Anne asked for more books suggestions for Polar Animals & it was decided to change tub to Winter Animals in order to get more variety. Anne also asked for more book suggestions for Fairy Tales tub, especially for 2-3 year olds.






