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It is the policy of the Bay County Library System to notify all staff, volunteers and library users of the status of tornado watches and warnings and to assure that precautions are taken to assure the safety of individuals while on the library premises.
Auburn’s designated Tornado Shelter is in the basement.
All branches are equipped with an emergency radio that they should be monitoring on a daily basis.  Each branch should designate a department and or staff member to monitor/listen to the emergency radio.  Auburn’s emergency radios are on the counter behind the circulation desk and by the staff door to the garden. 
Tornado Watch is initiated when authorities determine that weather conditions are favorable for the development of a tornado in the local area. When a watch for the area has been issued, staff should announce over the intercom to alert the public to be aware of the Tornado Watch, especially if they are leaving the building. Preparations should be made for taking action required during a Tornado Warning.  The suggested announcement is:
Attention, please. The National Weather Service has issued a Tornado Watch for Bay County.  Please be alert to unsettled weather conditions if you are leaving the building. In the event that a Tornado Warning is issued, you will be advised to move to our designated safe area.
Tornado Warning is initiated when authorities determine that a funnel cloud has been spotted and or has touched down.  In the event of a Tornado Warning for our area library staff should announce over the intercom that a tornado warning has been issued and that at all persons are encouraged to seek shelter in the designated area. The suggested announcement is:
Attention, please.  The National Weather Service has issued a Tornado Warning for Bay County.  This means that a tornado has been sighted or has touched down. Please move to the basement at this time.  If you need assistance, please see a staff member. If you choose to leave the building, please use caution and seek safety elsewhere.
Staff will gather patrons in the designated tornado shelter in the building, lock the doors, and post signs on the doors. Patrons who do not wish to shelter in the library during the warning may leave immediately. 
Once in the designated area, all persons should sit on the floor away from exterior windows and doors. Following the all clear announcement, the person in charge of the building should assess damage to the branch, internally and externally to determine next sequence of events. If the building did not sustain damage or power outage, normal library services can resume. If the building did sustain damage, evacuate patrons immediately and notify the Maintenance Supervisor and/or maintenance staff.  Library staff should remain on site to help with any cleanup/securing the building. The person in charge of the building will be the one to release staff when appropriate.
High Wind or Straight Line Wind Warnings – In the event that the National Weather Service issues high wind or straight line warnings, staff should follow the Tornado Procedures if the National Weather Service issues the warning that high wind speeds may pose a hazard or is life threatening.  In Michigan, a high wind warning may be issued when sustained winds greater than or equal to 40 mph last for one hour or longer, or winds greater than or equal to 58 mph last for any duration.  
            
            Attention, please. The National Weather Service has issued a High Wind Warning for Bay County. This means that there are sustained winds in excess of 40 miles per hour, or winds in excess of 58 miles per hour for some times. These winds may pose a hazard, and caution should be taken if leaving the building. 

If there is a loss of power, please refer to the “power outage policy.”

12/12/22 DW
