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a  position the company seems to 
have reexamined quickly.

“We decided to view a relation-
ship with OCLC as a potential collab-
oration partner, unclouded by legal 
issues,” said Kim Massana, Innova-
tive’s CEO. “We are looking forward 
to competing with OCLC in the mar-
ket for library technology services, in-
cluding in the areas of cataloging and 
library service platforms. At the same 
time, we are excited to refocus our ef-
forts to engage with OCLC manage-
ment and our common accounts to 
help libraries meet the unprecedent-
ed information and technology chal-
lenges in today’s environment.”

Jay Jordan, OCLC president and 
CEO, said in a statement, “We ap-
plaud the decision of the new own-
ers of Innovative Interfaces and Sky-
River Technology Solutions and CEO 
Kim Massana to withdraw the claims 
against OCLC. We look forward to 
possible future engagement with In-
novative where it benefits libraries.”

Edwin Mellen Press Drops 
One Suit Against Librarian

The Edwin Mellen Press (EMP) 
has dropped one of two lawsuits 
against librarian Dale Askey, the 
press announced in a release dated 

III Drops OCLC Suit, Will 
Absorb SkyRiver

Innovative Interfaces (III) will drop 
its ongoing antitrust suit against OCLC, 
the company announced March 4.

The company also announced 
that all operations of its sister com-
pany SkyRiver Technology Solutions 
will be integrated into Innovative and 
the SkyRiver cataloging service will 
become part of Innovative’s prod-
uct suite. According to Tom Jacob-
son, Innovative’s director of resource 
sharing, Leslie Straus, former pres-
ident of SkyRiver, is no longer with 
the  company.

Innovative’s move follows founder 
Jerry Kline’s selling off of his remain-
ing interest in both companies last 
month to private equity firms Hunts-
man Gay Global Capital and JMI Equi-
ty, which first invested in the compa-
nies in March 2012. 

Kline also stepped down from the 
board, and Steve Young, senior part-
ner of Huntsman Gay, was named 
chair. Neil Block, formerly presi-
dent of Innovative, joined Polaris on 
 January 22.

In February, Innovative spokes-
person Gene Shimshock told Hotline 
that the news would have “no im-
pact” on the litigation against OCLC, 
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Rick Block on LIS Ed
Hotline caught up with Rick Block, 2008 
Library Journal Teaching Award Winner, in 
this first of a series sponsored by Pro-
Quest. Block, who was at Columbia when 
he won the award, is now Metadata Li-
brarian at Seattle University and teaches 
online at the Palmer School of Long Island 
University, NY. 

What are the most  
urgent issues in library 
education today? 

There is a perceived dis-
connect between practi-
tioners and educators. 
The landscape changes 

so quickly. There will be a continuing need to 
assert the [ongoing] relevance of libraries, li-
brarians, and the advanced degree. 

Are there too many people graduating 
with an LIS degree? 

I don’t think so. A library school education 
is an investment but...it gives you a unique 
set of skills. 

What is the biggest challenge facing 
your current students? 

The current job market is a huge challenge. 
A challenge for graduates is marketing 
their skills in nontraditional settings. 

Interview

All libraries are good, some are great. LJ is looking for 
role-model libraries to vie for the honor of being the 

2013 Library Journal/Gale Cengage Library of the Year. 
Learn more and submit your nominations at  

lj.libraryjournal.com/awards/ 
library-of-the-year-nomination-guidelines-2

Postmark deadline: April 6, 2013

Library of the Year

LH130303_0001   1 3/13/2013   12:04:41 PM



March 1, according to the Canadi-
an Broadcasting Company. The suits 
stem from a negative blog post Askey 
wrote about EMP. 

The move came after McMaster 
University, named as a codefendant 
in one of the two suits, reportedly 
“made arrangements to ensure Asso-
ciate University Librarian Dale Askey 
can cover his anticipated legal costs.”

“The Association [of Canadian 
University Presses] and others have 
pursued a social media campaign 
complaining about legal action taken 
by EMP…. The financial pressure of 
the social media campaign and pres-
sure on authors is severe. EMP is a 
small company [and therefore] must 
choose to focus its resources on its 
business and serving its authors,” the 
press said in its statement.

Among those others who called 
upon EMP to drop the suit include 
the Canadian Library Association, 
American Library Association, Asso-
ciation of American University Press-
es, Association of Research Librar-
ies (ARL), and Canadian Association 
of Research Libraries (CARL), as well 
as a variety of smaller groups and in-
dividual librarians, including more 
than 3,000 signatories of a Change.
org petition. (For a roundup of the 
events and articles about the suit, see 
INFOdocket.com.)

However, the fate of the second 
suit, which named Askey alone, is still 
proceeding.

Askey declined to comment, noting, 
“The suit naming me as sole defendant 
remains in force. My lawyer is speaking 
to the plaintiff’s lawyers about their in-
tentions there, but for now, from my 
point of view, it’s not over.”

Gord Arbeau, McMaster direc-
tor of public and community rela-
tions, told Hotline, “We’ve now been 
able to confirm with our counsel that 
they’ve received a notice of discon-
tinuance from Edwin Mellen Press, 
effectively ending the case against 

the university. This is good news for 
all those across North America who 
have supported McMaster’s position 
on protecting free speech and in de-
fense of academic freedom. Since 
this case was filed, McMaster indi-
cated that it would rigorously defend 
the principles that are foundational 
to the university.” 

Elyria Schools To Lose 
School Librarians

The Elyria City School District, 
OH, is losing all of its media specialists 
for the coming 2013–14 school year, 
with school libraries to be run by prin-
cipals, teachers, and some media techs, 
according to its CFO, Fred  Stephens.

After a $4.3 million proper-
ty tax levy failed to pass in Novem-
ber in Elyria, the district is pushing 
through $3 million in cuts includ-
ing its six remaining media special-
ists among the 21 noncore positions 
lost, plus another 22 from adminis-
trative areas and 16.5 core roles from 
the math, science, social studies, and 
special education departments, Ste-
phens said. Other losses include sev-
enth grade sports teams, as well as a 
high school television program.

The district hopes to avoid cutting 
the remaining $1.3 million, owing to 
a new budget proposed by Gov. John 
Kasich that would send an addition-
al $1.6 million to the district for the 
2013–14 school year and another $2 
million the following year.

The governor’s plan, which has 
drawn ire from the Ohio Education 
Association, increases funding for 
gifted programming and special edu-
cation, among other areas, but actu-
ally reduces the amount per student 
each school receives from the cur-
rent $5,700 to $5,000, said Stephens.

“There is more money in total,” he 
said. “But the argument is that there 
are some winners and some losers 
and that will have to be ironed out.”
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AN ONGOING BATTLE
Many in Ohio say the state has 

been in a battle with its legislators 
for decades since its Supreme Court 
ruled in 1994 that the way it funds 
public schools—through property 
taxes—is unconstitutional, as wealth-
ier districts aren’t forced to make as 
steep cuts as areas that are more eco-
nomically disadvantaged.

“And Elyria is one of them,” said 
Sarida Volante, president of the 
Elyria Education Association, an in-
dependent chapter of the state union, 
referring to the challenges Elyria fac-
es in raising capital for schools. The 
district cut 52 positions last year and 
also closed a school.

Last year, Elyria did not have any 
reduction to its number of media spe-
cialists, Volante said. This year, how-
ever, five of the six media specialists 
cut will be absorbed into other teach-
ing positions, with one permanent-
ly losing her job because she doesn’t 
have other certification that lets her 
be placed elsewhere.

Without media specialists in the 
schools, the district is scrambling to 
find other ways to give students the li-
brary access that they need. Elyria is 
planning to work with the local public 
libraries to see how they might be able 
to step in with electronic links or even 
bookmobiles, said Stephens. In addi-
tion, principals will be asked to run li-

News in Brief

International publishing house De Gruyter 
signed a deal with YBP Library Services 
(YBP), Baker & Taylor’s academic division, to 
make its ebooks widely available for pur-
chase. The 10,000 titles from De Gruyter’s 
ebook program, e-dition, will now be offered 
through Global Online Bibliographic Infor-
mation, YBP’s acquisition and management 
interface.

The American Society of Mechanical Engi-
neers (ASME) has made its ASME Digital 
Collection available on Silverchair Informa-
tion Systems’ online publishing platform, 
SCM6. The archive holds ASME’s transaction 
journals dating back to 1960, its conference 
proceedings from 2002 onward, and ASME 
Press ebooks.

EBSCO Publishing expanded its partnership 
with Oxford University Press to index two 
additional resources on its EBSCO Discovery 
Service. University Press Scholarship Online 
and Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 
are now searchable within the  service.

The Library Support Staff Certification 
Program began taking applications for En-

rollment Assistance Awards, which pays for 
half of the program’s enrollment fee. The 
awards will be given out at the end of March.

Columbia University Libraries/Information 
Services’ Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 
New York, added to its collection of Tennes-
see Williams material, including annotated 
typescripts of plays and correspondence. The 
libraries previously purchased the contents 
from his home in Key West.

After a two-year effort, Internet connectivity 
was brought to the Guam Public Library 
System through IT&E, a communications 
company. 

The University of Nebraska Omaha be-
came the 100th institution to implement 
OCLC WorldShare Management Services, 
an online library management service. 

The Courthouse Libraries, BC, integrated 
into its system Soutron Global, a cloud-
based library software solution. The Court-
house Libraries is a nonprofit funded by the 
Law Society and the Law Foundation of 
British Columbia.

Send News Briefs to LJHotline@mediasourceinc.com

braries, with teachers then managing 
students in the libraries, he added.

“They’re expensive for us to run,” 
Stephens said of school libraries. “We 
want students to have access but not 
spend as much money on them.”

Stephens noted that Ohio’s school 
districts are also losing funds to char-
ter schools—with each new one that 
opens taking added dollars from ex-
isting public schools that have faced 
cuts annually. Elyria was paying just 
$300,000 to charter schools eight years 
ago—and today pays $6.5 million. “We 
wouldn’t have to make these cuts if we 
had that,” Stephens said, referring to 
the money going to charter schools.

Yet even if more funds were to 
come back to Elyria, Volante fears that 
it’s very hard to restore what has al-
ready been removed from the schools. 
And while she has been told that media 
centers will continue to operate, she 
said the specifics on how have not been 
shared. “What we know is once we lose 
our media specialists, the chances of 
them coming back are very slim.”

DC Library Advocates 
Feud Over Redevelopment 

A plan to replace an aging library 
in the District of Columbia’s (DC) 
West End as part of a massive private 
development has opened a rift be-
tween some unlikely foes: the DC Li-
brary Renaissance Project  (DCLRP), 
a library advocacy group founded by 
Ralph Nader, which has gone to court 
seeking to halt the project, and sev-
eral neighborhood groups, led by 
West End Library Friends, who want 
ground broken as soon as possible.

DCLRP is also at odds with the DC 
library system itself. Ginnie Cooper, 
the district’s chief librarian, told Hot-
line, “We do support the development 
and look forward to the larger, better 
West End Library.”

Both sides await a Court of Ap-
peals ruling that should go a long way 

toward determining whether the two 
apartment buildings—and a new li-
brary—will ever be built.

The DC Zoning Commission signed 
off on the plan last April, and Cooper 
told Hotline that the city council re-
viewed and approved the develop-
ment agreement as well. But Nader’s 
group challenged the zoning com-
mission’s decision in court. Argu-
ments from both sides were heard on 
February 14 by a three-judge appeals 
panel. Although the court has placed 
the matter on an expedited schedule, 
no one knows when a decision will be 
handed down.

The Washington, DC, attorney 
general’s office, representing the dis-
trict in the hearing, declined to com-
ment, citing the ongoing litigation.

Three years ago real estate de-
velopment firm EastBanc submit-
ted plans for a 300,000 square foot 
project. In return for building a new 
20,000 square foot library at 23rd and 
L streets NW, EastBanc could build 
two upscale apartment buildings on 
separate tracts of public land, ac-
quired at no cost. The district would 
also get a new modern firehouse out 
of the deal, to be located (like the li-
brary) on the ground floor of one of 
the buildings. The value of the two 
plots together has been estimated at 
$30 million by the city.

DCLRP officials estimate its worth 
at far more than $30 million. Rob-
in Diener, DCLRP’s executive direc-
tor, told Hotline, “We’re not against a 
new library.… The question is, what 
are we giving up?”

“There is an appearance of cor-
ruption arising from the case,” Ol-
iver Hall, attorney for DCLRP, told 
 Hotline. “The idea that this deal is 
the only way the district can acquire 
a new library is just not believable.”

FRIENDS ARE FOR IT
“The logic of saying a new library 

is going to hurt a community as-
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Midwest Tape Launches Hoopla Streaming Pilot
A beta test for hoopla, the new digital content platform from Midwest Tape, was 

launched on March 1 at the Columbus Metropolitan Library (CML), OH, and will expand 
during the next several weeks to include tests at 
several other libraries.

The service, which Midwest Tape debuted at the 
2012 Public Library Association conference in Phila-
delphia last March, will allow library patrons to bor-
row from a collection of more than 2,500 movies and 
television shows, 9,000 audiobooks, and more than 
200,000 music albums, including new releases. The 
company has said that all of these collections will be 
continuously expanded and that the album selection 
will soon grow to over 300,000  titles.

Movies and TV shows will be streamed, while mu-
sic and audiobooks can be streamed or downloaded 
for a specified loan period. The cloud-based platform 
will allow borrowers to access content across multiple compatible devices, including iOS and An-
droid smartphones and tablets, as well as any device equipped with a Firefox, Safari, Chrome, or 
Internet Explorer web browser.

Robin Nesbitt, director of technical services for CML, told Hotline, “It really mimics that 
consumer experience. I see something, boom, I get it.” 

Midwest Tape is not charging platform or subscription fees for hoopla. Instead, libraries will 
pay for the service on a per circulation basis. All titles range from 99¢ to $2.99 per circ, and 
93 percent of audiobook and video titles are $1.99 or less, while 99 percent of music albums 
are $1.49 or less.

Per circ pricing will allow content to be streamed or downloaded simultaneously by multiple 
users. Libraries may also choose to place a cap on downloads for individuals. For example, in Co-
lumbus, patrons will be limited to six downloads per month.

CML is emphasizing to both patrons and employees that the service is part of a beta test 
and is apt to change. But Nesbitt said that Midwest Tape has been responsive to feedback, 
and she expects that the service will continue to improve as the company prepares for a soft 
launch this summer.

braries, with teachers then managing 
students in the libraries, he added.

“They’re expensive for us to run,” 
Stephens said of school libraries. “We 
want students to have access but not 
spend as much money on them.”

Stephens noted that Ohio’s school 
districts are also losing funds to char-
ter schools—with each new one that 
opens taking added dollars from ex-
isting public schools that have faced 
cuts annually. Elyria was paying just 
$300,000 to charter schools eight years 
ago—and today pays $6.5 million. “We 
wouldn’t have to make these cuts if we 
had that,” Stephens said, referring to 
the money going to charter schools.

Yet even if more funds were to 
come back to Elyria, Volante fears that 
it’s very hard to restore what has al-
ready been removed from the schools. 
And while she has been told that media 
centers will continue to operate, she 
said the specifics on how have not been 
shared. “What we know is once we lose 
our media specialists, the chances of 
them coming back are very slim.”

DC Library Advocates 
Feud Over Redevelopment 

A plan to replace an aging library 
in the District of Columbia’s (DC) 
West End as part of a massive private 
development has opened a rift be-
tween some unlikely foes: the DC Li-
brary Renaissance Project  (DCLRP), 
a library advocacy group founded by 
Ralph Nader, which has gone to court 
seeking to halt the project, and sev-
eral neighborhood groups, led by 
West End Library Friends, who want 
ground broken as soon as possible.

DCLRP is also at odds with the DC 
library system itself. Ginnie Cooper, 
the district’s chief librarian, told Hot-
line, “We do support the development 
and look forward to the larger, better 
West End Library.”

Both sides await a Court of Ap-
peals ruling that should go a long way 

toward determining whether the two 
apartment buildings—and a new li-
brary—will ever be built.

The DC Zoning Commission signed 
off on the plan last April, and Cooper 
told Hotline that the city council re-
viewed and approved the develop-
ment agreement as well. But Nader’s 
group challenged the zoning com-
mission’s decision in court. Argu-
ments from both sides were heard on 
February 14 by a three-judge appeals 
panel. Although the court has placed 
the matter on an expedited schedule, 
no one knows when a decision will be 
handed down.

The Washington, DC, attorney 
general’s office, representing the dis-
trict in the hearing, declined to com-
ment, citing the ongoing litigation.

Three years ago real estate de-
velopment firm EastBanc submit-
ted plans for a 300,000 square foot 
project. In return for building a new 
20,000 square foot library at 23rd and 
L streets NW, EastBanc could build 
two upscale apartment buildings on 
separate tracts of public land, ac-
quired at no cost. The district would 
also get a new modern firehouse out 
of the deal, to be located (like the li-
brary) on the ground floor of one of 
the buildings. The value of the two 
plots together has been estimated at 
$30 million by the city.

DCLRP officials estimate its worth 
at far more than $30 million. Rob-
in Diener, DCLRP’s executive direc-
tor, told Hotline, “We’re not against a 
new library.… The question is, what 
are we giving up?”

“There is an appearance of cor-
ruption arising from the case,” Ol-
iver Hall, attorney for DCLRP, told 
 Hotline. “The idea that this deal is 
the only way the district can acquire 
a new library is just not believable.”

FRIENDS ARE FOR IT
“The logic of saying a new library 

is going to hurt a community as-

tounds me,” said Susan Haight, presi-
dent of West End Library Friends. “We 
very much oppose their position,” said 
Haight, whose group numbers about 
80 members. “They are not from the 
neighborhood. They are funded and 
have paid staff.”

Haight said the current West End 
Library is 40 years, old with about 
20,000 square feet of space spread 
over two levels. She described the 
site as “very old and very dated” and 
in need of replacement. “If you said 

to me, is it falling down? I would say, 
No,” Haight added, but she noted that 
the neighborhood has long sought a 
more modern facility, one that can 
handle rising usage trends.

LC: Unlocking Cell Phone 
Not a DMCA Issue

The Library of Congress (LC) on 
March 4 issued a statement arguing, 
in part, that allowing U.S. consumers 
to “unlock” their cell phones was not 
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an issue that should be decided every 
three years using the library’s pow-
er to grant temporary exemptions to 
the Digital Millennium Copyright Act 
(DCMA).

Signed into law in 1998, the DCMA 
criminalized technology used to cir-
cumvent digital rights management 
(DRM), such as encryption and con-
tent scrambling methods to prevent 
the copying of DVDs. A section of the 
law gives the Librarian of Congress 
the power to grant temporary exemp-
tions to DCMA restrictions once every 
three years, when those restrictions 
are deemed a substantial impediment 
to fair use. For example, one regular-
ly renewed exemption makes it legal 
for software to bypass an ebook’s DRM 
access controls in order to enable an 
ereader’s read-aloud function in cas-
es where no alternative audio source 
is legally available.

But in the case of cell phones, 
LC initially reasoned that an ex-
emption for unlocking was not 
needed.

“The [exemption] 
rulemaking is a tech-
nical, legal proceeding 
and involves a lengthy 
public process,” the 
statement reads. “It re-
quires the Librarian of Congress and 
the Register of Copyrights to consider 
exemptions to the prohibitions on cir-
cumvention, based on a factual record 
developed by the proponents and oth-
er interested parties. The officials must 
consider whether the evidence estab-
lishes a need for the exemption based 
on several statutory factors.”

LC’S ROLE IN DCMA
The statement goes on to note that 

LC’s powers do not allow it to cre-

ate permanent exemptions to 
DCMA, and as designed by Con-
gress, LC’s rulemaking process 

“serves a very important 
function, but it was not 
intended to be a substi-
tute for deliberations of 
broader public policy.”

LC has been criti-
cized for not using its 

exemption-granting powers to pre-
vent the January expiration of a “legal 
shield” that permitted U.S. consum-
ers to unlock their cell phones with-
out fear of prosecution by corporate or 
government authorities.

On Monday, LC’s statement was 
released in response to an Obama ad-
ministration statement (which was it-
self a response to an online consum-
er petition signed by 114,000 people 
on whitehouse.gov) that argued “con-
sumers should be able to unlock their 
cell phones without risking criminal 
or other penalties. In fact, we believe 
the same principle should also apply 
to tablets.”

“The evidence showed that the 
market has changed,” LC spokesper-
son Gayle Osterberg told NPR. “There 
are a wide variety of new phones that 
are already available unlocked, and 
cell phone carriers have relaxed their 
unlocking policies.”

With this statement, LC explains 
that it agrees with the Obama ad-
ministration that the issue has broad 
implications for telecommunica-
tions policy and that “it would bene-
fit from review and resolution in that 
context.” The statement later con-
cludes that “as the U.S. Copyright Of-
fice has recognized many times, the 
1201 rulemaking can often serve as 
a barometer for broader policy con-
cerns and broader policy action. The 
most recent rulemaking has served 
this purpose.”

Following statements by the 
Obama administration and the Fed-
eral Communications Commission 

Send People notices to LJHotline@mediasourceinc.com

People
Linda Baker received the 2013 Communi-
ty and Junior College Libraries Section EB-
SCO Community College Learning Resourc-
es Leadership Award. She is currently the 
Manager of Reference, Instruction, and Col-
lection Development at El Centro College 
Library, Dallas.

Even after retiring as Director of the Lavenia 
McCoy Public Library, Bayfield, CO, Donnalee 
Baxstrom still helped with the library’s re-
opening this month (see Hotline, 3/11/13). 
She had been in the position for 35 years.

Linda Bly announced her retirement, effec-
tive March 22, from her position as Special 
Projects Coordinator of the Central Arkansas 
Library System, Little Rock.

Danette Fullmer is now an Inside Sales 
Representative for EnvisionWare. She was 
previously a National Inside Sales Manager 
and Account Manager for the Midwest at 
 SirsiDynix.

David Karre announced his retirement as 
Executive Director/CEO of the Four County 
Library System in Vestal, NY, effective April 
19. He has been in the position for 23 years.

Britta Krabill was appointed as the new 
Head Librarian & Director of Columbia Pub-
lic Library, IL. She was previously the Refer-
ence Librarian for the Six Mile Regional Li-
brary District, Granite City, IL.

MarKel Snyder was named Chief Informa-
tion Officer for the Columbus Metropolitan Li-
brary, OH. He was formerly the Director of Ac-
ademic Information Services for Franklin 
University, Columbus.

The Jacksonville Public Library, FL, appointed 
two new members to its Board of Trustees. Guy 
K. Anderson, a Senior Consultant for Kirkpatrick 
& Associates Inc., will serve as a voting member, 
and Daniela Simic, Chief of Strategic Planning 
and Partnerships for the Duval County Public 
Schools, FL, will serve as an ex-officio member. 
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Illustration by D
avid Flaherty.

Branching Out

The Studio at Wright Farms, Anythink Li-
braries, CO (see Hotline 1/14/13), has 
opened. The Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services and MacArthur Foundation 
grants-funded digital learning lab for teens 
is the second Maker space in the district 
(see Hotline 12/10/12), “promoting creativ-
ity through exploration” via the “hanging out, 
messing around, geeking out (HoMaGo)” learn-
ing philosophy. The space includes HD camer-
as, a green screen, lighting kits, and  Final Cut 
Pro and iMovie for video production; a full 
audio recording studio with MIDI keyboard, 
instrument connections, and  GarageBand 
software; graphic design and photo-editing 
equipment; and gaming computers and vid-
eo game creation software. 

Moving along in Ohio, the Columbus Metro-
politan Library (CML) has closed on the 
parcel of land that was formerly the Ohio 
School for the Deaf, landlocking the library 
(see Hotline 2/4/13). CML is now one step 
closer to fulfilling its plans to renovate the 
Main Library and help to “revitalize” Colum-
bus’s downtown Discovery District. 

Calgary, Alta., has some ideas of its 
own that will likely dwarf most of the 
public library projects in the United 
States. Designed for the digital age, 
according to the Calgary Herald, the 
new Calgary central library in East 

Village will measure 286,000 square feet 
and cost $245 million. The 600,000-item 
physical collection of books, DVDs, CDs, etc., 
is not expected to expand, though, with the 
plan putting an emphasis on new technology. 
It does call for a larger teen zone with gam-
ing space and a stage, a poetry and author 
reading area, condensed administration 
space, a popular materials section, and a 
meeting complex “anchored by a 400-seat 
hall,” per the Herald. The final scheme will 
emerge following a design competition later 
this year, with the four-year construction be-
ginning sometime in 2014.

Harford County Public Library (HCPL), Bel 
Air, MD, is closer to opening its Early Literacy 
Inter active Space with a $25,000 donation 
from Dixie Construction Company. The reno-
vation, looking to begin this spring, will 
transform the current children’s department 
“into an inspired learning area,” Dave Patzer, 
HCPL Foundation board president, told Dag-
ger News Service. The foundation currently 
has $75,000 for the project, which is expect-
ed to be completed in spring 2014.

Send information on groundbreakings and ongoing and completed building projects to 
blfox@mediasourceinc.com

in support of allowing consumers to 
unlock their cell phones, Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar (D-MN) said on March 5 
that she will introduce legislation in 
support of that goal. She previously 
authored legislation called the Cell 
Phone Consumer Empowerment 
Act “to strengthen consumer protec-
tions in the wireless industry, includ-
ing looking at allowing consumers to 
unlock their phones,” according to 
her website.

Study: School Librarians 
Boost Achievement

According to the recent 
Pennsylvania School 
Library Study, 56 
percent of the state’s 
schools don’t have a 
full-time school li-
brarian. During the 
current school year 
the School District 

of Philadelphia, the state’s largest 
district, provided only 17 percent of 
its schools with professional librar-
ians. In the Pittsburgh School Dis-
trict, just 27 percent of schools have 
full-time librarians.

The Pennsylvania School Librar-
ians Association (PSLA), Education 
Law Center, and the Health Scienc-
es Library Consortium were awarded 
an Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) National Leadership 
research grant to determine what 
school library infrastructure con-
tributes most to student achieve-
ment, the costs and benefits asso-
ciated with it, and what’s needed to 
develop students with 21st-century 
learning skills. 

The Pennsylvania study found that 
not only are reading and, especially, 
writing scores better for students who 
have a full-time certified librarian than 
those who don’t, but students who are 
economically disadvantaged, black, 
Hispanic, or have disabilities bene-
fit proportionally more than students 
generally. 

The study results also indicate 
that the benefits of access to school 
libraries and librarians increase from 
elementary through middle school 
and high school, that flexible sched-
uling has a major impact, and that 
adding support staff further im-
proves scores over a full-time school 
librarian alone.
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LJXpress is a fast track to the latest news, reviews, 
articles, columns, tech talk, and LibraryJournal.com 
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Classified Advertising?

Contact 
Howard Katz

hkatz@mediasourceinc.com

Join our Library Journal Five Star team!
The Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library,

Evansville, IN
EVPL is seeking qualified candidates for:

Collection Development Manager
Salary range $47,715-$71,572

For more info and to submit credentials visit
http://www.evpl.org/aboutus/employment/default.aspx
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collectionHQ is the leading collection performance 

improvement solution used by libraries around the world — 

and it’s available today. Based on our proven methodology, 

Evidence Based Stock Management (EBSM), collectionHQ 

goes beyond reporting and helps librarians quickly and easily 

take action to improve how their collection is performing. Our 

EBSM methodology is 100% unique to collectionHQ and has 

been established for more than 20 years — it takes historical 

and current information about circulation and uses this 

information to assist librarians in managing their collections. 

And best of all, the data you receive to make selections isn’t 

limited to just one integrated library system vendor. With 

collectionHQ, you have data from the widest possible peer 

group from across all integrated library system vendors. 

When your reputation is on the line, come to the proven 

industry-leading solution — collectionHQ.
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